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A Liturgical Note about Easter 
From the Book of Common Worship of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 
About Easter Sunday 
“Easter” comes from an old English word related to dawn and shining. At Easter we 
stand in light of the resurrection to see a new creation, transformed by the grace and 
glory of God. We celebrate the presence and power of the risen Christ in his church, 
proclaiming his good news through Word and Sacrament. We rejoice in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, who is the “Lord and giver of life.” In the  fullest sense, Easter is a new way 
of life,in which we are “dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11); for 
this reason, it is an especially appropriate time to celebrate the Sacrament of baptism. 
The date for the festival of the Resurrection of the Lord changes from year to year as 
it is calculated in relation to the phases of the moon. Since the Council of Nicaea in 
325, Western Christians have celebrated Christ’s resurrection on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon occurring on or after the spring equinox (March 21), 
occasionally shifting the date to the following week to avoid coinciding with the 
Jewish Passover. This elaborate computation means Easter Sunday may take place as 
early as March 22 or as late as April 25.  
 
About the Season of Easter 
The Resurrection of the Lord is the center of the Christian year, and the good news 
we proclaim on this day is the very heart of the gospel. The faith we claim and the life 
we live depend on the affirmation, celebration, and proclamation of Christ’s 
resurrection. As with Christmas, Easter refers not only to a single day, but to a whole 
season of celebration in the Christian year. The season of Easter spans the fifty days 
between the Resurrection of the Lord and the Day of Pentecost, and encompasses the 
Ascension of the Lord. Traditionally, the first service of Easter takes place on the eve 
of the Resurrection of the Lord with the Great Vigil of Easter. The seven weeks of the 
Easter season make up a “week of weeks” (seven times seven): a symbol in time of 
the  
fullness and abundance of God’s grace. In ancient practice, fasting and kneeling were 
forbidden during the weeks of Easter. In this most joyful season, we celebrate the 
great mystery of our faith—that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

 
 
 
 



Welcome to Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church 
 
       

You are welcome here. You belong here.  Whether you are a first-time visitor or are a 
long-time member; whether you grew up in a Presbyterian Church or another 
denomination or the whole idea of church is new; whether you came with a friend or 
were just walking by;  you are welcome here and your presence is a gift to us.  
 

As the church, we take seriously Jesus’ invitation to love God, love one another, and 
to love our neighbors. This means we seek to be a diverse and hospitable community. 
We don’t all look, act, and think the same. We each bring different questions. We carry 
different burdens. We offer different gifts.  
 

Every Sunday though, we worship as one community. While we embrace our 
Reformed  theological heritage and worship in traditional ways, we also engage our 
faith in conversation with our lives and the life of the world.  
 
Welcome to worship and to this community of faith. 

Rev. Matthew Nickel 
Pastor 

      

  



Order of Worship for Easter 
 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a time of quiet reflection as we prepare for worship. 
    

PRELUDE  "Symphony #5: “Allegro Cantabile"    Charles-Marie Widor 
  "Easter Acclamations"             Stephen Walters 
     

INTROIT    "When Mary Through the Garden Went" Op 127, #3     Charles V. Stanford 
When Mary through the garden went, There was no sound of any bird, And yet, because the night was spent, 
The little grasses lightly stirred, The flowers awoke, the lilies heard.  When Mary through the garden went, 
The dew lay still on the flower and grass, The waving palms above her sent Their fragrance out as she did pass.  
No light upon their branches was.  When Mary through the garden went, Her eyes, for weeping long, were dim.  
The grass beneath her footsteps bent, The solemn lilies white and slim, These also stood and wept for Him.  
When Mary though the garden went, She sought within the garden ground, One for Whom her heart was rent, 
One who for her sake was bound, One Who sought and she was found.  (Text by Mary Coleridge) 

       

PROCLAIMATION OF THE RESURRECTION Luke 24:1-5 
 

OPENING RESPONSES             
The Lord is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
This is the day — Easter Day! 
Christ is risen! 
Hallelujah, let us worship God! 

    

ANTHEM "Crown the Resurrection Day"            Keith Christopher 
The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad; the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God.  From death 
to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory.  Our hearts be 
pure from evil, that we may see aright the Lord in rats eternal of resurrection light; and, listening to His 
accents, may hear, so calm and plain, His own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.   Crown Him 
with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne; Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.  
Awake my soul and sing of Him who died for thee, And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.  
For Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end.  Amen!  (Text by John of Damascus, 8th Century, and 
Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894) 

     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
       

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
       

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Mark 16:1-8       
      

SERMON "Stones"          Rev. Matthew Nickel          
   

THE OFFERING 
    

 
 



ANTHEM    "Easter Rejoicing"                       Jonathan Willcocks 
Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!  Now is the triumph of our King!  To all the world glad news we bring:  
Alleluia!  The Lord of life is risen this day!  Bring flowers of song, bedeck the way.  Let all the world rejoice and 
say, Alleluia!  Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life which cannot die, and sing with hearts uplifted 
high, sing Alleluia!  Your name we bless, O risen Lord, and sing today with one accord, the life laid down, the 
life restored: Alleluia!  (Text by Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955) 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE 

        

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Let us pray..... 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

                 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
    

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
    

ANTHEM "Canticle for Easter Day"                   Patti Drennan 
Alleluia, Hearts to heaven and voices raise; sing to God a hymn of gladness; sing to God a hymn of praise.  He, 
who on the cross a victim, for the world’s salvation bled, Jesus Christ the King of glory, now is risen from the 
head.  Now the iron bars are broken; Christ from death to life is born, glorious life, and life immortal, on this 
holy Easter morn.  Christ has triumphed, and we conquer by His mighty enterprise.  We with Him to life eternal 
by His resurrection rise.  Christ is risen, we are risen!  Shed upon us heavenly grace, rain and dew and gleams 
of glory from the brightness of Thy face; that, with hearts in heaven dwelling, we on earth may fruitful be, and 
by angel hands be gathered, and be ever, Lord, with Thee.  Alleluia, Now we gain our liberty; Alleluia to the 
Savior who has won the victory!  Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity; Alleluia! To the Triune 
Majesty.  Alleluia, Amen!  (Text by Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1855, incorporating the tunes, “Hymn to 
Joy” by Ludwig van Beethoven and “Holy Manna”) 

    

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed!   
 

 
 



CHORAL RESPONSE  
    

POSTLUDE "Symphony V: ‘Toccata’"                 Charles-Marie Widor 
The Postlude is the last act of Worship. You are invited to listen and reflect. 

 

Announcements 
 

You are welcome here. You belong here:  A special welcome goes to guests and 
visitors.  Our hope is that you feel like you belong, in this faith community.  
 

The Board of Deacons encourages prayers for Marve Adams, Alice Bancroft, Fred 
Black, Wanda Black, Donna Burt, Mardi Carruthers, Leslie Chamas, Anna Cherven, 
Brian Head, Sue Head, Ken Holden, Kathy Horlocker, the Itchon family, Kathi Johnson, 
Priscilla Kelsey, Phillip Kent, Chris Klinger, Lesley Lambright, Charlotte & Sara Maters, 
Eleanor Mobley, Fred Roberts, Johnnie Walker II, JAPC military; Capt. Michael Boyle, 
for people impacted by Covid-19, and those supporting people affected by 
coronavirus. 
 

Prayer Requests – Let your Deacons pray with and for you. You may send your 
prayer requests to the Deacons using prayer@japc.org or you can also call prayer 
requests to the church office and Pastor Matt (313)822-3456. 
  

Assisting the congregation this morning are: Liturgist Paul Booker; Guest 
Carillonneur Eva Albalghiti; Guest Organist John Lovegren; Guest Pianist Joseph 
Walters; Guest Brass Alexis Dill, Kenneth Kroesche, Laura Kroesche and Chris 
Napier; Ushers Rodney Burlett, Doug Mobley and Keith Wicks; and Vocalists Stephan  
Bobalik, Katy Kujala, Brien Meehan, Deborah Nero, Sophia Raptis and Rose Randall 
Warner. 
 

The Old Rugged Flowering Cross — A special thank you goes to Steve and Dante 
Wildern who build the cross that was used for the flowering. A special thank you to 
Nancy Wildern and Clare Rogan for preparing the activity of flowering of the cross 
this Easter Day. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   

Online Prayer Group - Close your day with a short prayer service from the Book of 
Common Worship. Together, we offer prayers for our church, community, and 
world. The service is will be held on the second and forth Thursdays of the month 
(April 8 & 22) at 7:00pm on Zoom.  
Zoom Details: For video go to: http://bit.ly/japcprayerservice Meeting ID: 869 7656 
7804 Passcode: 123 - to participate by phone dial 312-626-6799, enter Meeting ID: 
869 7656 7804 and use Passcode: 123 
 

mailto:prayer@japc.org
http://bit.ly/japcprayerservice


Sunday Forum:  DIA Exhibition on Robert Blackburn & American Printmaking - 
On April 11, at 2:00 pm on Zoom, Clare Rogan, Curator of Prints and Drawings at the 
Detroit Institute of Art, will give an informal Zoom talk about Robert Blackburn 
(American, 1920-2003) and the diverse creative community he fostered. Born of 
Jamaican immigrants and raised in Harlem, Blackburn's career spanned from the 
Harlem Renaissance to the turn of the twentieth century. The exhibition, Robert 
Blackburn and American Printmaking, was organized by the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES), and will be on display at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts March 20 - September 5, 2021.  
Zoom Details: http://bit.ly/japcsundayforum Meeting ID: 819 1179 7655 Passcode: 
54321 OR Dial by your location  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 819 1179 
7655 Passcode: 54321  
 

 
 

     

The Staff at Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church 
 

Pastor — Rev. Matthew Nickel (matt@japc.org)  
Church Secretary — Margie Uysal (margrie@japc.org)  
Bookkeeper — Phyllis May (phyllis@japc.org)  
Director of Children's Ministry & Tutoring TREE — Kathy Chateau (kathy@japc.org) 
Children’s Caregiver —Meghan Fiscus  
Director of Music and Organist — Stephen Warner (stephen@japc.org)  
Carillonneur — Jenny King  
Building Manager — Larry Gannan (larry@japc.org) 
Custodian — David “Milton” Holt  
  

http://bit.ly/japcsundayforum
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